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EDF RENEWABLES UK REVEAL PROPOSALS FOR TRELION SOLAR FARM IN 
CORNWALL 

 
EDF Renewables UK is planning to develop a 49.9 MW solar farm – Trelion – to the north of 
Grampound Road and west of St Stephen, which will be capable of generating enough low carbon 
electricity for the domestic needs of 9,562 households* annually.  
 
As part of EDF Renewables UK’s commitment to working in partnership with the local community, the 
project team will hold public consultation events in the autumn to gather feedback on the plans, ahead 
of submitting a planning application to Cornwall Council.  
 
Amid growing concern about climate change, the 49.9 MW Trelion Solar Farm could contribute to 
saving around 21,598 tonnes** of carbon dioxide emissions each year. The project will also deliver 
local benefits, including a community fund of £20,000 paid annually for the 40-year lifetime of the 
project.  
 
There are a range of ecological and landscape enhancements that would be delivered as part of the 
development which will result in biodiversity improvements, and these plans include planting new 
wildflower meadows, hedgerows and trees. A number of ecological and feasibility surveys of the site 
are currently being carried out. 
 
Grant Folley, Head of Origination and Planning at EDF Renewables UK, said, “We believe this is a great 
site for a solar farm, as it’s suitably sunny and the area is well screened.  
 
“EDF Renewables is an experienced developer, and we are firmly committed to having both a 
positive impact on the environment and the local community. Over the next few months, we look 
forward to discussing our plans with residents and organisations in the area. 
 
“We already have an agreed grid connection in place, meaning that Trelion Solar Farm is in a great 
position to help create a net zero future where clean energy powers our lives. Both Cornwall Council 
and the UK Government have ambitious targets to be carbon neutral and solar is a key building block 
in the UK’s future energy mix.” 
 
The development will consist of rows of solar panels mounted on metal frames, approximately 3 m 
above the ground and fixed with ground anchors or surface mounted feet. All infrastructure will be 
contained within the 81-hectares available for development.  Connection to the grid will be made at 
the Indian Queens substation.  

 

ENDS  
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE TO EDITORS  



 

*Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the 
Energy Consumption in the UK (published July 2019, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables).  
 
** Based on BEIS’s ‘all fossil fuels’ emissions statistic of 450 tonnes of carbon dioxide pre GWh of 
electricity supplied in the Digest of UK Energy Statistics *published July 2019, p96). 

 
EDF Renewables UK is planning to hold a formal consultation in the autumn, but in the meantime, 
local people are welcome to contact the team at trelion@edf-re.uk. 
 
It is likely that a planning application will be submitted to Cornwall Council in 2024. Cornwall Council 
will carry out its own public consultation as part of the process to determine the planning application. 
 

If the development gets planning permission, site preparation could begin in 2025. Installation of the 
solar farm will take approximately 6-9 months. 

 
EDF Renewables UK and Ireland (www.edf-re.uk) is a subsidiary of EDF Group’s, one of the world’s 

largest low carbon electricity companies, and our investment and innovation is reducing costs for 

consumers and bringing significant benefits for communities. With our operating portfolio of 41 

renewable energy sites including battery, onshore and offshore wind (together totalling more than 1 

GW) we are providing much needed affordable, low carbon electricity. We have an expanding 

portfolio with almost 5 GW of projects in planning and development, including wind, battery and solar 

PV.  

Project information can be found on the Trelion website link: https://www.edf-re.uk/our-sites/trelion-
solar-farm/  
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