Ladock Parish Council
Safeguarding Policy 
What is Safeguarding? 
Safeguarding is about protecting children, young people and adults from abuse or neglect. Everyone has the right to live their lives free from violence, fear and abuse. We have all have a duty of care, it is everyone’s responsibility, it is not just the responsibility of workers within education, health and social care. We must ensure that we are doing all we can to protect the most vulnerable members of our society. 
Introduction:
Ladock Parish Council makes positive contribution to a strong and safe community and recognises the right of every individual to stay safe. 
Ladock Parish Council comes into contact with children and adults whilst carrying out its service to the community.
This policy seeks to ensure that Ladock Parish Council undertakes its responsibilities with regard to the protection of children and adults and will respond to concerns appropriately. The policy establishes the framework to support members of staff, councillors, contractors, and volunteers in their roles and clarifies the Council’s expectations. 
Safeguarding is about embedding practices throughout the Council to ensure the protection of children and adults and that members of the Council respond to circumstances appropriately. 
Definitions :
A child is under the age of 18. 
An adult is a person aged 18 years or over. A vulnerable adult may, permanently or temporarily, be unable to take care of themselves or protect themselves from harm or being exploited. This may include an adult who: 
· Is elderly or frail 
· Has a mental illness including dementia 
· Has a physical or sensory disability 
· Has a learning disability 
· Has a severe physical illness 
· Is an alcohol and/or substance misuser 
· Is homeless 



What should be a cause for concern?
Any action or inaction, which significantly harms the physical and/or emotional development of a child or vulnerable adult. Abuse falls into the categories listed below and can include child sexual exploitation and female genital mutilation, referred to as FGM. 
· Physical Abuse 
· Emotional/ Psychological Abuse 
· Sexual Abuse 
· Domestic Violence
· Neglect 
· Self-Neglect
· Financial / Material Abuse
· Modern Slavery
· Discriminatory Abuse
· Organisational Abuse
· County Lines
We should also be aware of the Prevent programme:
“The core mission of Prevent is stopping people from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism. The early intervention support provided by Prevent addresses the personal, ideological, and social factors which make people more susceptible to radicalisation.” (Home Office News team 7th September 2023)
The Parish Council are committed to ensuring the safety of all; we take our responsibilities seriously. 
Responsibilities:
Remain vigilant. 
All employees, members, contractors, and volunteers have responsibility to follow the guidance laid out in this and related policies, and to pass on welfare concerns to the appropriate organisations. They will also be expected to consider the environment that they are in regarding children, young people and vulnerable adults. We will take appropriate precautions to safeguard ourselves and those around us. 
Ladock Parish Council will complete appropriate risk assessments for job roles, recruitment, and all Council activities; safeguarding will form part of the risk assessments. 
Good practice recruitment processes will be considered and implemented to ensure safe recruitment.
Ladock Parish Council will review the roles across the organisation regularly. The review will include consideration on whether Disclosure and Barring Service checks (DBS checks) are necessary and which level of check should be completed. The Council will seek advice from the Disclosure and Barring Service if required. The Council will complete appropriate DBS checks as and when necessary. 
Contractors – contractors will be regularly monitored; risk assessments will be completed and any concerns or complaints raised will be promptly reported. 

Where to Report Concerns: 
· If you have immediate concerns or are worried about a child or young person's safety please telephone the Multi Agency Referral Unit (MARU) on 0300 123 1116 
· The Adult Safeguarding Triage Team on 0300 1234 131 if you are concerned about an adult. 
· If someone is in immediate danger, call 999. 

· If you are concerned about an adult who is employed to work with children please refer to the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) 01872 326536 lado@cornwall.gov.uk
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